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99. Proposed by F. P. MATZ, M. So., Ph. D., Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy, Irving College, Me- 
ohanicsburg, Pa. 

Through the zenith of an observer at the sea-coast in north latitude 
9>=40°, a "cat's-tail cloud," height A=10 miles, extends northeast until 
it touches the horizon. How far from the observer is the advance-end of the 
cloud ? What is the length of the cloud measured from the end specified to the 
observer's zenith ? 

#** Solutions of the problems should be sent to J. M. Oolaw not later than Jan. 10. 



EDITORIALS. 



Prof. B. 0. Peirce, of Harvard University, has been granted a year's 
leave of absence. 

Dr. G. A. Bliss has been appointed Instructor in Mathematics at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. 

Prof. Irvin Stringham has returned to the University of California after 
a year of travel in Europe. 

Prof. W. Dyck has been appointed Director of the Technical High School 
in Munich for the next three years. 

Prof. R. B. Allardice, of Leland Stanford Jr. University, is spending a 
year abroad on leave of absence. 

Prof. E. J. Townsend has returned to the University of Illinois, after two 
years of study at the University of Gottingen. 

Owing to our engravers having sent the plate of Mr. Tucker's portrait to 
some other Springfield, and which has not yet been returned to us, we are ob- 
liged to have it appear in next issue. 



BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 



Logarithmic and Trigonometric Tables, Five-Place and Pour-Place. Edit- 
ed by D. A. Murry, Cornell University. 8vo. Cloth, 96 pages. Price, 54 cents. 
New York : Longmans, Green & Co. 

This book contains Five-Place Logarithms of Numbers ; Five-Place Logarithms of 
the sine, cosine, tangent and cotangent for each minute from 0° to 90° ; also Four-Place 
Logarithms corresponding to the Five-Place Logarithms of Number and the Trigonomet- 
ric Functions. The editor believes that the proportional parts should be calculated, and 
not copied, by those who use logarithms and trigonometric tables for the first time. So 
these tables do not have the proportional parts set down in the tables. We heartily con- 
cur with him in this opinion. B. F. F. 
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Notes on the History of American Text-Books on. Arithmetic. By J. M. 
Greenweed, LL. D., Superintendent of Schools, Kansas City, Mo., and Artemas 
Martin, A. M., Ph. D., LL. D., Washington, D. C. Issued by the National 
Bureau of Education. 

The pamphlet before us is a chapter from the Report of the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, and comprises pages 781—838 of the Report. The titles of over 250 text-books on Ar- 
ithmetic are given, together with the names of the authors. The earliest published Arith- 
metic in the list here given is that of Reffelt's, published in 1861. Earlier Arithmetics 
are given in a previous chapter. In many instances short biographical sketches of 
the authors are given. This bibliography will, when complete, be of great value. B. F. P. 

The Cosmopolitan. An International Illustrated Monthly Magazine. Ed- 
ited and published by John Brisben Walker. Price, SI. 00 per year in advance. 
Single numbers, 10 cents. Irvington-on-the-Hudson. 

The world has never known a more dramatic situation than that presented by the 
foreign community within the walls of Pekingwhilecut off from communication with their 
countrymen. During these long, doubtful weeks, the most interesting figure in this in- 
ternational tragedy was Sir Robert Hart, who for more than twenty-five years has been as 
far, as a European might, the statesman guiding the affairs of the Chinese Empire. Those 
familiar in any degree with Eastern conditions hoped, after the relief of Peking, that Sir 
Robert would break his long rule of silence and give to the world his story of the events 
which led to the closing of the gates of the British Legation, and his views as to the poli- 
cies which should prevail in the settlement of difficult questions which have arisen. On the 
17th of October, the following cable-message from Sir Robert's London representative to 
the editor of The Cosmopolitan was received.: "Sir Robert Hart has sent for November 
number Fortnightly. London, and Cosmopolitan, New York, an important article on siege 
of Peking, about fifteen thousand words, which I will post you to-morrow." 

The MS. arrived in time to be included in the December issue. It will be read with 
the deepest interest, both by statesmen and the general public. The Cosmopolitan has 
been highly honored by Sir Robert Hart in his selection of the American magazine through 
which this valuable contribution to the history of the world is given publicity. B. F. F. 

The American Monthly Review of Reviews. An International Illustrated 
Monthly Magazine, edited by Dr. Albert Shaw. Price, $2J50 per year in ad- 
vance. Single number, 25' cents. The Review of Reviews Co., New York. 

The November number contains interesting articles on the election. In addition, 
the following valuable articles are to be found in it: The Great Growth of Trusts in Eng- 
land, The Political Beginning in Porto Rico, and the Hall of Fame for Great Amei icans. 

B. F. F. 
The Literary Digest. A Weekly Compendium of the Contemporaneous 
Thought of the World. Price, 83.00 per year in advance. Single number, 10 
cents. Punk & Wagnalls Co., Publishers, 30 Lafayette Place, New York. 

This magazine gives a brief resume of all the principal events of the month, which 
take place anywhere in the civilized world. It is just the journal for the busy man. 

B. F. F. 



